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Staging in San Francisco and Arrival in Fiji

November 1, 1993: 32 new and eager VIT's arrived in San Fran. We didn't have any
idea what to expect. We were nervous, excited, anxious and relieved that we were finally
starting this new adventure.

For most of us, our first taste of Peace Corps was meeting our roommates and then came
the entire group. Thirty-two first impressions, '

"Wow, these people are really nerdy. "(Laura Smith).
"I was relieved they were all like me." (Mike Conroy)
"Who's that tall, goofy guy with blond curly hair and the long ugly tail?" (Steve Kosten)

Staging lasted for three and a half days. We had our first practice at counting off and
breaking up into small groups. We also got to meet the staging director, Bill Davis;
Bridget, a RPCV; and Jeff Berhage from the South Pacific desk. Meeting these people
made our transition into PST much more smooth and enjoyable. We were all becoming
more comfortable with each other, but still wondering if we'd ever be able to remember
everyone's names.

We took off for Nadi via Honolulu Thursday evening and arrived on Saturday morning
after losing a day. Most of us were jet-lagged as
we arrived at the break of dawn and stumbled our way through customs, to the awaiting
group of APCD, training director, language trainers, and others.

"It was brown, not green like | thought it would be." (Jone Aigner)

“I was surprised by how developed it was." (Ken Gulick and Eric Knepper)

"I want to go home." (Monica Banyi)

- by Heidi Howard



Jane Acton

Framingham, Mass.

Birthday: October 4

B.S., St. Michael's, '93

Accounting Teacher, All Saintes, Labasa

*The first thing I'm going to do
when | get out of the Peace Corps:
build a bure of snow!*

Message to the group: *When it's time to change you've got to rearrange, who you are and what you want to be."

Jone Aigner

Buffalo, New York

Birthday: April 3

B.S., Cansius College, '78
Acctg/Econ/Computer Teacher
Naitasiri Secondary School

Views on Teaching:
“Toto, | don't think we're
in Kansas anymore.”

can spell Tuesday, even if he doesn't spell it right; but spelling

Quote: “You can't help respecting anybody who
isn't everything. There are days when spelling Tuesday simply doesn't count.”



Paul Baker

Denver, CO

Birthday: May 19

Chem. Engineering, University of Colorado. '92
Rotuma High Secondary School

Rotuma Island

Views on Training: “Never has such a well organized event occured pefore."

Message to the group: "A cornucopia of delight awaits us in Fiji. My bure is always open to a wary PCV bearing
oodles of the Bitter. The Yaqona doth flow, and the wackiness prevails. Cheers to all.*

Monica Banyi

Manassas, VA

Birthday: December 17

B.S., Commerce, UVA, '92

M.S., Accounting, UVA, '93

Accounting Teacher, Vunisea Secondary School, Kadavu

Views on Training: "It was the shortest
and the longest 10 weeks of my life."

"The first thing I'm going to do when | get out of the Peace Corps: Go to a 7-11 on a Sunday after midnight
and buy a big gulp and a pint of Ben & Jerry's New York Super Fudge Chunk."
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Marilyn BrooKes

‘F.‘

Haddonfield, N.J. - -
Birthday: February 2
B.A., Gettysburg College m
MSEd., Temple University -v
Teacher Trainer, English, FCAE, Nasinu i
=
¥
_

Views on Training: “The T.A''s were fantastic!”
Message to the group: "Enjoy life - it passes too quickly.”

Letti Byrne

Ipswich, Massachusetts

Birthday: November 23

B.S. St. Lawrence University, 1993
Biology Teacher

Quote: "Maybe this is all just one gigantic dream.”

Views on training: "It was quite a ride!” Message to the group: "Catch you guys on the rebound!"
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Michael Conroy

Overland Park, Kansas

Birthday: March 11

B.S.M.E., Virginia Tech., '91

D.E.A., Universite de Technologie de Compiegne '92
Physics teacher, Xavier College, Ba

*The first thing I'm going to do
when | get out of the Peace Corps:
Go Home for Christmas!®

Message to the group: *| just want to say that | care about everyone in the group; | hope they succeed here in Fiji
and continue to succeed in life after Peace Corps."

Meghan French

Scotia, New York

Birthday: May 13

B.S., Binghamton University, '03
Biology Teacher, Ba Sanatan College

*The first thing I'm going to do when | get out of the Peace Corps: Watch Saturday Night Live.’

Message to the group: °*If you find any strange insects give them to me! Good luck! | love dancing with ya all!”
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William H. Groom

Wills Point, TX

Birthday: October 28

M.S., Corpus Christi State, '93
Aguaculture, Nausori

“The first thing I'm going to do
when | get out of the Peace Corps:
Travel, most likely."

*In five years | can see myself
still doing aquaculture.”

Views on training: "Long and tedious”

Message: "Keep things in perspective; in the long run, you're the one that's important. Be happy!"

Ken Gulick.

Geneva, Switzerland

Birthday: June 17

B.A., Physics, Bucknell University, '90
Physics teacher, Nilsen High School, Vatoukola

“The first thing I'm going to do when | get out of the Peace Corps:
go skiing in a snow blizzard at -30 F."

Message to the group: As we were told by a leary-eyed RPCV: "The Peace Corps was the best 2 years of my life!"
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Jay Hermsen

West Hartford, CT

Birthday: December 22

B.A., Biology, Colby College, '92
MPI| Fisheries Division, Savusavu

Favorite Food: Ice Cream "Lovoed"
Views on training: "Very worthwhile."

Message to the group: "Try to keep smiling because, as we all know, there's nothing funny about peace, love, and
understanding. Also, have deck, will travel."

Heidi Howard

Twin Falls, |daho

Birthday: June 11

B.S. University of Idaho, '93

Chemistry Teacher, Lelean Secondary School, Nausori

Views on Training: "I wish we could
live like this for the next two years!"

Message to the group: "Don't let the bedbugs bite - and if ever in doubt, say, 'lo, vinaka."
9.



Joel Johnson

Alexandria, Virginia

Birthday: February 4

B.A. University of Virginia, '93
Biology Teacher, Labasa Muslim School

*In five years, | can see myself: teaching the "Jone Shuffle® across America.”

Message to the group: Home is where you find love; | am at home with each one of you.

Nathan Kennedy

Columbus, Ohio

Birthday: September 2

Accounting Teacher, Nukuloa Secondary School, BA
Education: B.A., Ohio State University, '92

‘In five years | can see myself . . . cutting sugar cane in the fields of Ba."

Message to the group: *Puorg eht ot egassem snahtan.”
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Eric Knepper .

Downers Grove. llinois

Birthday: August 18

Physics, Economics Teacher, Lautoka
Education: B. S., Augustana College, 92

Message to the group: *Now, scholars can be very useful
and necessary, in their own DULL and unamusing way.
They provide a lot of information. It's just that there is
Something More, and that Something More is what life

is really all about.” --Benjamin Hoff, in The Tao of Pooh

*Perhaps, if | am very lucky, the feeble efforts of my lifetime will someday be noticed, and maybe, in some small
way, they will be acknowledged as the greatest works of genius ever created by man." -- Deep Thoughts, Jack

Handy
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Kim Kloecker

Erie, Pennsylvania

Birthday: March 17

B.S., Michigan State University,
M.S., U.C. Santa Cruz

Delana Methodist High School, Levuka

Views on Training: "Myopic at best"

Message: Come visit - I've got hundreds of stairs and warm bugs.
Quote: A song of color blooming gloriously for its self.” -- Alice Walker

Steve Kosten

Exton, Pennsylvania
Birthday: March 12
B.S., Penn State, '93
Physics and Maths Teacher
Ratu Mara College, Lakeba

Quote: ‘“It's only a flesh wound.”

Message to the group: | was really phyched when | met you all in SanFrancisco.
| thought you were a great group of people, very open, understanding.
Training has further confirmed this, so hold a steady course and life will turn out well.
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Joleen Littig

Wichita, Kansas

Birthday: January 18

B.S., University of Notre Dame, '93

Chemistry Teacher, Savusavu Secondary School

Quote: *The grass is not, in fact, always greener on the other side of the fence. Fences have nothing to do with il.
The grass is greenest where it is watered. When crossing over fences, carry water with you and tend the grass
wherever you may be."

Megan Lowe

Hicktown, Wisconsin

Birthday: June 22

BBA, University of Wisconsin, Madison, '92
Accounting Teacher, Waigele Secondary School, Labasa

Is there really life beyond the Peace Corps?*
Message to the group: “Hamba gachle mfana's Eesezwa meninge, jabooles.”
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Deborah Marai

Feeding Hills, Massachusetts

Birthday: March 7

B.A., Economics, Trinity College, '88

M. Architecture, University of Virginia, '93
Architect, Funafuti, Tuvalu

Views on training: *Solid cultural and language introduction. It's been good to get to know such wonderful people
(who | will visit in Fijil) Who's first?"

Message to the group: Fakafetai Lasi Lasi - for remembering Tuvalu.

Nathan Moore

Chuckey, TN

Birthday: September 26

B.A. Physics, University of Virginia

Physics Teacher, Nadogo Secondary School, Vanua Levu

When | get out of the Peace Corps, I'm going to bike to Argentina

Message to the group: *Good luck, godspeed: sed aspera ad astra. *There are more things on heaven and earth,
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Wl Nelson

Bloomington, Minnesota

Birthday: July 8

B.A., St. Cloud State University ‘58

M.A., University of Minnesoty '63

Accounting Teacher, Vunisea Secondary School, Kadavu

*When | get out of the Peace Corps, I'm going to join Habitat for Humanity."
Message to the group: *"You can always teach an old dog new tricks!"

Todd Park

Laytonville, CA

Birthday: November 10

B.S. Chemistry, C.8.U. Chico

Chemistry Teacher, Seaqaga Secondary School

Quote: "Anything that can't wait until
tomorrow doesn't need to be done.

Message to the group: "I hope some of the friendships I've made will make will last a lifetime.*
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Greg Petrosky

Ware, Massachusetts
Birthday: April 16

Ed.D., Boston University, '92
Youth Sport Advisor, Suva

Message to the group:

*Thanks, everybody, for sharing your talents.”
Quote: *| believe the children are our future. Teach them well and let them lead the way. Show them all the beauty
they possess inside.”

Patti PetrosKy

Ware, MA

Birthday: July 14

M.D., University of Massachusetts Medical School, '90
Pediatrician, Suva

months have been like nothing I've ever experienced! Have fun and cherish
the next two years."

Message to the group: “These last two
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Christine Porter

Baltimore, MD

Birthday: November 13

B.S., University of Maryland, '93

Biology teacher, Balata High School, Tavua

Five years from now, | see myself: a) teaching, b) medical school, ¢) opening a women's shelter, d) working in

development organization, e) all of the above, d) none of the above.

Quote: *The moonlight falling on Fiji is the sun awakening an American morning."

Robert Rossi

Rochester, MN

Birthday: April 1

B.S., Chemical Engineering, U of Wisconsin, Madison, '93
Chemistry Teacher, Khalsa College, Ba

Message to the group: "Wait! Stop.
Think. OK, now talk.
Life is a chain of missed opportunities

and difficult compromises, by its very nature.
I've found it helpful to make

myself at peace with that fact."

Quote: "The first rule of tinkering is to keep all the pieces." -- Aldo Leopold, naturalist.
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Kevin Sander

Chicago, IL

Birthday: December 14

B.S. Accounting, Indiana University, '93
Accounting Teacher, Naleba Secondary School

“When | get out of the Peace Corps, | would like to travel to some mountains with fresh white powder covering

them, then go skiing.” y ,
Message to the group: *“Thank you for your support and friendship.

family.” gTBtCﬁﬁn Skea

Montpelier, VT

Birthday: December 4

B.A., Colby College, '93

Biology Teacher, St. John's School, Ovalau

| am really proud to be part of the Fiji 76

“In five years | see myself

bumming for quarters while
playing the tamborine

to support myself and Letti."

Message to the group: *What you don't know won't hurt you."
Quote: *May the grass grow long on the road to hell for want of use.”
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Laura Smith

Seattle, Washington

Birthday: December 4

B.S. Chemistry, University of Puget Sound, '93
Chemistry Teacher, Lekutu, Vanua Levu

"Five years from now | see myself wondering what the heck Il be doing five years from then!*
Message to the group: “Never journey without something to eat in your pocket -- if only to throw to dogs when

attacked by them. * - E.S. Bates
Kim Sottak.

Boston, MA

Birthday: September 12

B.A., Simmons College, '90

Accounting/Econ Teacher, Penang High School, Rakiraki

Message to the group: *If the sky above you should turn dark and full of clouds, and that old *south® wind begin to
blow, keep your head together and call my name out loud, and soon I'll be knocking upon your door. *
You've Got a Friend -- James Taylor

19.



Reggie Spaulding

Pocatello, Idaho

Birthday: May 31

B.S. Microbioloby, Idaho State University, '89
M.A. Genetics, Columbia, '90

Aquaculture, Lomaivuna

¥
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"The first thing I'm going to do when | get out of the Peace Corps: Eat at a very expensive restaurant.*
In five years -- *No clue!

Scott Spaulding

Pocatello, Idaho

Birthday: June 26

B.S., Fisheries, '85, Humbolt State University
M.S. Zoology, '90, Idaho State University
Aquaculture, Lomaivuna

The First thing I'm going to do when | get out of the Peace Corps: *Find some decent snow and 'shred'."
‘In five years | can see myself doing freshwater aquatic work, probably with salmon."
Views on training: *No Mas"



Bert Taylor

Grand Rapids, Michigan
Birthday: October 23

B.A. Sociology, Kalamazoo College '52
M.A. Ed. Admin., C.M.U. '79
Teacher Trainer, FCAE, Nacinu

"When | get out of the Peace Corps, I'm going to see the world.'
*Hamlog bahut lucky haii!"

Message to the group:

2L

Angelo Ventrillo

Ft. Pierce, Florida

Birthday: June 3

M.S., Eastern New Mexico University, '67
Teacher Trainer, FCAE, Nasinu

"Five years from now, | see myself teaching.!"
Message to the group:"Good luck!"



Jeff Ward

Vero Beach, Florida

Birthday: June 18

B.S. Physics '93

Physics teacher, Naiyala High School

The first thing I'm going to do when

| get out of the Peace Corps:

"Make a run for the border."

Message to the group: "Welcome to the Jungle."

Scott Wigenton

Atlanta, Georgia

Birthday: February 28

B.S., Physics, Georgia, Tech, '93

Physics Teacher, A.D. Patel Memorial School, Ba

Message to the group: "Man was not put

on this earth to be happy." (or more optimistically)

“Itis not the intensity but the duration of high feeling that make high men.
. =

Quote: “He who climbs upon the highest moumains'taugh_s' at all tragediés, real and iﬁéginar-y."
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Stephen G. Yeager
Norwich, Vermont

Birthday: November 30

B.A., Physics, Dartmouth, '93
Physics/Maths Teacher, Naililili Mission

“The first thing I'm going to do when | get out of the Peace Corps: catch a plane/boat heading west and take the
long route home to grad school.”

“In five years | can see myself contemplating what | should be doing next week."

Message to the group: “"Exuberance is Beauty* -- William Blake
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Training

We had heard about Fiji, read about it, dreamed about it, put the comfort of our homes on
hold for it, and with training the moment was finally here. Under Phil's wing we learned
everything you ever wanted to know about life as a PCV in Fiji, but were afraid to ask.

Even the most remote issue was covered by skits, debates, panels, discussions, small
group activities . . . everything save for mime!

We weren't hand heid,_ this was a full body brace!

Each step of training had its own message to tell us - from the HVV to the PATS to the
HILT ...orwas it LILT? NILT?

And what these times succeeded in doing, besides forming a bunch of super-trained VIT's
and the start of great friendships (do | see budding romances, my dear Watson?) was to
make us more anxious and excited than ever to spread out and make our way as the
newly hatched PCV's.

- Jane Acton

.
i

Isa -- Phill
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The Settlement Story

Our first welcoming by the people who will be helping us create our new home in Fiji. And
what a brilliant one it was! It certainly is overwhelming at first - perhaps more of a shock
for our taste buds and palate those initial few days, and later for our minds and hearts.

We would feel like the Pied Piper as we led a trail of tiny followers through our morning
routine, like the stand-up entertainment at school recesses, and like VIP's rather than
VIT's with the endless generosity that was shown to us.

Through all of this comes what we hold to be most important . . . we are learning a new
way to see the world and our role in it.

- Jane Acton
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The Village Stay

The village stay was one of the most memorable experiences of our training program. We
were sent to live among the most fun-loving, happy people you can imagine.

We entered the village armed with all of our instructions of do's and don'ts. How can we
ever forget Taboo #16, the last one on our list?

There was no electricity in the village, but we didn't need it. We woke early; the roosters
getting us off to a roaring stan, followed by the cooking noises, heralding good breakfasts.
Our days were filled with language study, culture lessons, - and how could one ever forget
our singing lessons?

We entered into as many life situations as possible -- yes, we enjoyed the Yagona Bowl
with the evenings filled with music and the Tralala dancing. We explored the local
plantations and learned to wash our clothes the Fijian way, cook root crops, and sing in
church along with magnificent voices trying to teach us how hymns should be sung
without an organ or piano.

Needless to say, when we left the village, the tears were flowing. We all enjoyed
ourselves so much it was hard to imagine how we would survive without those loving
people to give us support.

We were told that once we have been to the village, that will be our village for the rest of
our time spent in Fiji. It's so nice to know we can go back "home" to see our newly
acquired "family" from time to time.

We miss you, Navunimono -- and Savu.

- Mickey Brookes
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The Robbery

‘| want to warn you, it looks pretty bad in there . . . " and with this understated tidbit from
Phil, we entered what seemed to be a rummage sale gone warzone. The Fortress had
been cracked, and all our precious Stuff spewed out like the guts of a K-Mart Store: Red
fuzzy undies, Robb's trans-capacitor conductor, life-styled pieces of condom foil,
anonymous white T-shirts, sullied socks, sandals, Jane's shoes, torn bags, bashed hard-
sides, sunscreen-covered prescription medicine, Michael Jackson's greatest hits (at least
they had taste), a stair-master cleverly disguised as Angelo's computer, tighty whities,
feminine hygiene products galore, and everything else you could imagine -- except . . .
yes, those fancy, flashy, luxury items like radios, cameras, and Aunt Edna's 40-piece
silver tea set, along with an odd assortment of personal valuables had been snatched up
like 10-cent beers.

We left the secured warehouse with sagging, limp bags and low spirits. Along with a
good portion of our worldly goods, those opportunistic friends clad in very fine hiking
boots plundered our sense of security. The realization came to me that Big Brother was,
in fact, not watching, and | had grown quite comfortable, if not flippant, under his gaze.

But like all tales of grief, we have a glorious Hollywood ending: 80% of the depreciated
value of all will be reimbursed! Ya Hoo!

By the time we get the money, our kids can use it for college.

- Paul Baker
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Summer School and Technical Training

For two and a half weeks we put our special talents to work -- we taught
summer school at the Nasinu Secondary School. Yes, the students of Fiji -
500 of them - wanted to prepare themselves for their future year at school.
A most unforgettable experience!
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Joan
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What the '@ﬁ' in Summer School said about us:

To obtain feedback about our teaching from the students, many of us resorted to asking
our classes for anonymous written notes. This kind of evaluation resulted in some
interesting and hillarious comments. Here's what some of them said:

"Mr. Steve is great and good" - Steve Yeager's Form 5

"Since you are a great gorgeous looking teacher, I'd like to ask if you have a brother so |
can adore him." - Joel Johnson's Form 6

“Can you count from 1 to 10 in Japanese?" - Steve Kosten's Form 6 Math

"We don't understand her writing. She doesn't print."
- Mickey Brookes' Form 4 English

"Letti is pretty." - Letti Byrne's Form 7 Biology

‘I don't know why she doesn't teach us something like history or geography.”
- Gretchen Skea's Form 6 Biology

"Gretchen is excellent. Joleen is great.

Kevin - he's good too!" - Kevin Sander's Form 6
*You are always cheering us up." - - Christine Porter and Rob Rossi's Form 5
*Oh, sir, physics is very bad!" - Nathan Moore's Form 6
*He is a man of fun!" - Jone Aigner's Form 6 Accounting
"She is a very lifely teacher." - Joleen Littig's Form 5 Chemistry
"Yes, she is the villain." - Laura Smith's Form 6 Chemistry

"You the happiness teacher | never met in my life."
- Megan Lowe's Form 4 Economics

by Laura Smith
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The Fishheads”

As with every Fiji Volunteer, we started out in SanFrancisco trying to tie
together some last minute Peace Corps details before heading on. In our case, we
had the fantastic opportunity for Third Country Training in the Land of Smiles,
Thailand. There, at the Asian Institute of Technology just outside of Bangkok, we
were taught the ins and outs of Tilapia farming. It was also a great chance to
meet some wonderful people, eat incredible food, and see interesting places. We,
as a group, felt doubly blessed for the opportunity.  After two months of training in
Thailand, we were on our way to our country of service.

In Fiji, we went through a six week cultural and language training at Navuso
Adult Training Center, Naivururu Village, in Tailevu, and at Nasinu Secondary
School. During training, we helped dig a fish pond at our homestay village. We also
took part in a Fish Farmer training at Nasinu Secondary School. We swore in on
December 15 and were on our way: Reggie and Scott to Naitasiri Province, William
to Nausori, and Jay to Savusavu.

We work in the Rural Aquaculture Program (RAP) in cooperation with the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Forests. The purpose of the RAP is to
supplement dietary animal protein and generate income in rural villages and at
schools through fish farming. Our jobs are to serve as advisors, planners, and
assistants at all stages of an Aquaculture project. The job, no doubt, promises to
be the toughest we'll ever love!

- Jay Hermsen
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The Doctors

We first thought about entering the Peace Corps during a one-week trip to
the Philippines when we realized how valuable it would be to live in another
country and learn another way of life. It has been an incredible experience!

Greg has been working as a Sport Psychology Consultant in the Fiji Institute
of Sport within the Ministry of Youth and Sport. He has been teaching sport
psychology to coaches and applying skills to many of the athletes in Fiji. He has
written a "Sport Psychology Handbook for Coaches" about the the techniques he has
used with the athletes here in Fiji.

Patti has been working as a Pediatric Consultant in the Colonial War
Memorial Hospital in Suva. She also taught Clinical Pediatrics to the final year
medical students in the Fiji School of Medicine. Practicing medicine in Fiji has
been a completely different experience from that in the United States -- one that
has been sometimes stressful, always challenging, and very rewarding.

We have enjoyed our stay in Fiji very much and are proud to be members of
Fiji 76. One of the greatest things about the Peace Corps is the network that you
establish. We will miss our group, the Peace Corps staff and our local friends
when we leave!

Patti and Greg Petrosky
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